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This unidentified squirrel from

1989 is either Homecoming

gueen nominee Agnes or one

of her many admirers. If you
have a photo of Hector the

Eagle Dog, the king nominee,

16

let us know. Send e-mail to
north_texan@unt.edu or call
(940) 565-2108.

The North Texan

Hector and Agnes

.ew Homecoming campaigns make the
national news, but in 1989, one contest

managed to do exactly that when UNT
students campaigned to elect Hector the Eagle
Dog and a squirrel named Agnes Homecoming
king and queen. The Dalmatian was the
cheerleaders’ mascot, and the tame Agnes made
her home in a tree near the Physics Building.
According to 1989 issues of the North Texas
Daily, the furry nominees were quickly
disqualified by the Student Association as
neither had the m

m 2.5 grade point

average required. But ultimately, they had
many fans and became write-in candidates
in a student-generated effort that received
national media coverage.

Wade Duchene (’92), Hector’s self-appointed
campaign manager, said when he nominated
Hector he saw the dog’s admirable qualities,
including his attendance as a loyal fan at every
home football game. As for Agnes, she has
“brought maturity to the ticket, her being a
mother and all,” he told the Daily.

Homecoming king nominee Brian Coolidge
(’91,°95 M.S.) believed people on campus
wanted to have fun with the campaign. He
certainly did.

“I'knew I couldn’t possibly defeat Agnes the
squirrel,” he says today. “I wanted
my campaign to be as entertaining
as Hector and Agnes.”

He reported that Agnes came to
him asking to be his running mate,
because she and Hector were fight-
ing. Thereafter, she appeared with
him on several campaign fliers.

“One of my fliers said Agnes was
voting for me,” he says. “It was of a
big squirrel eating a nut and said
something like ‘T'm nuts about
Brian.”

Newspaper commentaries sup-
ported the canine and rodent nom-
inees.

by Robin
Fletcher

Student Chris Nemec (°92) wrote: “I think if
the students want a squirrel for Homecoming
queen and a dog for Homecoming king, they
should be allowed to have them. It is not a

~ question of being silly but one of allowing the
- fundamental right to vote for whomever one

chooses.”

Hector and Agnes managed to land in third
place in the voting (with 183 votes and 186
votes, respectively) and received rewards for
their celebrity — a gift certificate from a mall
pet center and a gift basket of pecans. The
newspaper reported that Hector began work
on a campaign for the next year, and Agnes was
rumored to have graduated in May 1990. B

The two “Peters,” Peter Peters
75 years and Peter Blewett, were yell
ago leaders. ... Miss Pinkerton,
starring alumna Joan Blondell,
was shown in the auditorium.

The top single record was
50 years Johnny Mathis’ “Chances
ago Are”. ... The Regents
announced plans to build a
new infirmary at Avenue C
and Chestnut Street.

Three North Texas band
25 years members performed at the
ago opening ceremonies of Walt
Disney’s Epcot. ... The Talons
placed the cracked spirit bell
in the University Union.

The Santa Fe Square residence
10 yea,g hall opened. ...‘The jazz
~ ago studigs program celebrated its
. 50th anniversary.



